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Dear friends of the CFEB,

Warm greetings to you from the Canadian Friends of the Ecole Biblique! We are
pleased to offer you the Spring 2026 newsletter of the Canadian Friends.

Please note that due to the situation in the Middle East the Ecole Biblique is
unable to publish Nouvelles de Jérusalem. You are always welcome to check for
news on their website https://www.ebaf.edu/en/

Recent Events at the Ecole Biblique

The work of the Ecole Biblique has continued over the past semester, as an
important academic institution in the Holy Land, and—as a French overseas
institution—as part of larger international networks of scholars, researchers,
and diplomats.

A series of regular specialist lectures called “EBAF Thursdays” has brought
scholars from a wide range of disciplines to share the fruits of their research
with visitors and the local community. The topics have included: the approach
of St. Gregory the Great to reading and interpreting the Biblical text; the work of
conserving ancient mosaics around the Mediterranean; the contributions of
Renaissance humanism to modern methods of Biblical criticism; how references
to the mysterious seraphim in the Bible helped to shape Christianity’s
understanding of a Trinitarian God; and whether references to “dogs” in the
Gospels could be rooted in terminology drawn from ancient Ugaritic.

> 10n November 8, the community of the
Ecole joined with the faculty of Jerusalem’s Franciscan Biblical school for their
annual “Dies Academicus” [Academic Day], to formally launch the academic
year. More than 120 professors and students came together to reflect on the
important relationship between these two sister institutions of Biblical study
and archaeology. The presentations focussed on the history of the recently re-
opened museum of the Franciscan school, and on the unique opportunity these
Jerusalem schools provide for young researchers and archaeologists to reflect
on the relationship of exegesis and archaeology.
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On December 11, Pope Leo XIV issued a new apostolic letter on the importance of archaeology for the
Christian faith. The Ecole is one of the world’s oldest and most respected archaeological schools, and its
Director, Father Olivier Poquillon OP, was interviewed by France’s KTO Catholic television network about
the new document. Father Poquillon highlighted how, since 1890, the Ecole has been engaged in the
“conversation” between the Biblical text and the archaeology of the Middle East. As he pointed out, the
importance of archaeology for Christians lies in the Incarnation—the coming of God in human flesh in Jesus,
as a historical figure in a particular place and time. Father Poquillon spoke about how the concept of
“Christian archaeology” can be a debated one, since archaeology has sometimes been “bent” to serve a
more theological agenda. The goals of “Biblical archaeology,” he stressed, are different from “an
archaeology of the Bible,” which seeks to compare the archeological data, scientifically excavated and
interpreted, with the Biblical texts which sometimes tell a different story, as in the case of Jericho (Josh. 6).
In such situations, the archeological findings are an invitation to read the Biblical narrative in a different
way, more as theological interpretation than historical record.

On December 12, the Ecole hosted diplomats from European Union
countries for a guided tour of the grounds and a discussion of the Ecole’s
history and ongoing work (photo on the left). As Christmas approached,
the students and faculty of the Ecole were guests of both the French
consul-general in Jerusalem and the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem for
special holiday gatherings.

The Romanesque basilica that forms a central part of the Ecole complex
is named for St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr, and marks the
traditional place of his martyrdom. On the feast of St. Stephen (December 26),
the Ecole’s feast-day was solemnly celebrated in the basilica, in the presence of

the French consul-general, Nicolas Kassianides, who was welcomed with the
special pageantry of the annual “consular Mass,” emphasizing the Ecole’s status
under the auspices of the French government.

The Ecole Biblique continues its mission of illuminating the words and world of
the Bible, as a centre of excellence for teaching and research, and as a leader in
the archaeological exploration and interpretation of the Middle East.

--Dr. Murray Watson, Board member

Scholarships

With operations at the Ecole Biblique continuing as normal, the Canadian Friends of the Ecole Biblique
continue to provide scholarships for study or research at the Ecole Biblique in Jerusalem. But we recognize
the difficulty of making plans to study or conduct research in Jerusalem.

To facilitate the awarding of the CFEB scholarships for 2026-2027, applications will be welcome at any time. A
decision will be made within approximately one month of receiving an application.



Aside from our regular scholarships we also offer two named scholarships — one in honour of Father Philippe
LeBlanc, a Dominican priest who was a founding member and long-time Vice President of the CFEB, and the

other in honour of Father Guy Couturier, CSC, founder of Les Anciens et Amis de I’Ecole Biblique in Montreal
and former president of the CFEB. Fr. LeBlanc passed away on December 30, 2017, and Fr. Couturier on May
9, 2017.

We also offer a new post-doctoral fellowship named in honour of Edward Jackman, one of the founders and
long-time supporter of the Canadian Friends.

Applications and inquiries are to be sent to Dr. Tim Hegedus, CFEB Administrator, at cfeb.aceb@gmail.com.

Your Support

We are thankful to all who contribute to the Canadian Friends of the Ecole Biblique.

We support graduate students and academics to study and do research at the Ecole Biblique in Jerusalem. In
addition, we also provide funding to the Ecole for library acquisitions, IT upgrades and other needs.

It is your support that enables us to maintain and expand these important opportunities.

How you may contribute

Please fill in the enclosed donation form and send us a cheque by mail. Or, you may donate online at:
https://www.cfebweb.ca (in English) and https://www.acebweb.ca (in French). Just fill in the form ‘To Make

a Donation’ on the "Donations" page of our website.

Our website also has a direct link to CanadaHelps. Simply click on the CanadaHelps link on the CFEB Home
Page.

Thank you for your continuing interest and support.

With appreciation and best wishes,

Fr. Hervé Tremblay, OP, CFEB President Dr. Tim Hegedus, CFEB Administrator

e-mail: herve.tremblay@dominicanu.ca e-mail: cfeb.aceb@gmail.com
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